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to act contrary to the impulses of his own soul; and he regretted
therefore that he could not continue to govern.1

"He left the throne to the executioner" (as Francisco Giner
said afterwards),* and Castelar was elected to succeed him.

After die forcible dissolution of the Cortes by General
Pavia (January, 1874) and the proclamation of Alfonso XII at
Saguntum by General Martinez Campos, in the following
December, Salmeron was deprived of his chair in the university
and exiled to Lugo. He had naturally associated himself with
Francisco Giner and those who had protested against the second
decree of Orovio; and proceedings were to be taken "with no
manner of delay or 'contemplation' against all who did not
subordinate every criterion of scientific inquiry to the recogni-
tion of monarchist and Roman Catholic dogmas, and every
principle of education to the * indispensable* maintenance of the
methods and discipline of scholasticism".3

The alcalde (mayor) of Lugo somewhat tactlessly invited the
exile to take part in an official religious function, and received
this crushing reply:

That is impossible. Assistance at an act of worship presupposes a
feeling of pure devotion in the soul, without which one Mb into
profanation or hypocrisy. Out of respect to those very beliefs which
I cannot share, I must abstain from attending any public manifesta-
tion of them. It would be illicit for me to do more than contem-
plate them from afar, in order to understand and estimate the amount
of religiosity which they represent, and thus to affirm with reference
to other communions with no religious spirit of their own, that
which (thank God), to some pure spirits, and even to my own humble
efforts, is no stranger to my conscience.4

The alcalde must have been puzzled by this rigmarole.
Salmeron always wrote and spoke as if he were addressing a
public meeting, and just then he was suffering from a feeling of

1 Altamira, Qbras completes, ix, ii, 63-4.

* F. Giner, Homenaje a la htena memoria de don Nicolas Salmerfa y Abnso,
xii.
3 Aguilera y Arjona, Salmerm, 16.                        4 Ibid. 16-17.